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WHO WE ARE

The Sobey School of Business Commerce Society is a student-run society at
Saint Mary's University whose goal is to provide students with networking opportunities, as well as
business and university resources, while helping to inspire peer-to-peer engagement.

OUR MISSION

To encourage the participation, enjoyment, and advancement of our members
in all aspects of business and university life, while helping them develop business skills,
build their professional networks, and learn from local business leaders.

OUR VISION

By providing educational opportunities and holding social events, the society wishes to see a
membership base dedicated to furthering themselves in their studies and possible careers,
while taking full advantage of their university experience and campus resources.
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MARCH 7, 2024

Halifax Mariott Harbourfront
Halifax Ballroom
1019 Upper Water Street, Halifax,
NS
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Event Schedule

5:30 pm Registration &
Cocktail Reception

6:30 pm Seating - Ballroom
7 pm Dinner Begins

7:15 pm Opening Remarks
8 pm Keynote Speech
opm  Closing Remarks

10 pm  End of Event
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49th Annual
Business
Dinner

The Sobey School of Business Commerce
Society presents the 49th Annual Business
Dinner. The Business Dinner was
conceptualized to connect Industry
Professionals and Students in an event
designed to strengthen our local and global
communities while inspiring students to
realize their potential with inspiration from a
Keynote speech by a distinguished Saint
Mary's University alumni.

The Commerce Society has dedicated their
efforts to educate, connect and inspire the
students of the Sobey School of Business to
better the community and value of Saint
Mary's University. With your support, you will
make this event and more like it possible for
this year and many more to come.

Plan to Attend

You can participate in this event in many ways.
Please consider supporting the Sobey School of

Business Commerce Society as a Mentor, a
Partner, a Presenting sponsor or as an attendee. If
you are not able to join us, please consider
sponsoring a student to attend.
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49th Annual
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April Howe, EMBA'18, Keynote Speaker

CEO & Founder | Crayon Strategies Inc

April has been an active voice for diversity and inclusion for many years. Through her Consulting
firm Crayon Strategies Inc., she has helped countless organizations navigate their journey to
become more diverse and create the conditions for authentic inclusiveness. She has consulted and
coached extensively with clients from various sectors, including health care, finance, engineering,
education, and not-for-profit enterprises. Crayon Strategies provides assessments, strategic DEIB
plans, leadership awareness training, executive coaching, customized education, DEIB Frameworks,
and pathways to remove the barriers for an inclusive, progressive work environment.

Joining the Government of Nova Scotia in 2018, April served as Deputy Minister of Fisheries and
Aquaculture. Prior she was Senior Executive Director to the Deputy Minister of Justice and
previously was Executive Director of People and Culture - a division of the Public Service
Commission. Formerly, April was a Partner with Knightsbridge Robertson Surrette for 16 years
leading their Career Transition practice. April completed an Executive Master of Business at Saint
Mary's University - Sobey School of Business, and is also a Certified Career and Executive Coach.

April co-chaired the successful
2020 Halifax Mayoral campaign for
Mayor Mike Savage. She currently
sits on the Executive Board of the
Neptune Theater and the IWF
(International Women's' Forum).
Previously, she served on the of
boards of the North End
Community Health Center, the IWK
Foundation, the Halifax
Partnership, the United Way
Halifax, and the Black Business
Initiative.

As a proud descendant of
Africville, April chaired the
Africville Heritage Trust which
oversaw the building of the historic
Africville Church-Museum.
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Presenting Sponsorship: $5000

e Two tables of 10, with four or more seats assignable per table to students - requested upon
purchase;

e Business hame/logo on your assigned table;

e Business logo individually featured in the slide deck;

e Top business name/logo placement in the dinner program;

e Sponsorship announcement on the Sobey School of Business social media accounts;

e Acknowledgement during the event with recognition of your contribution;

* Host the Cocktail Reception as named partner (i.e. The "Your Business Name" Cocktail Reception)
or address attendees from the podium during the main event;

e Opportunity to place pop-up banner during reception and on stage.

Partner Sponsorship: $2750
e Two tables of 10, with four or more seats per table assignable to students - specified upon
purchase;
e Business hame/logo on your assigned table;
e Business hame/logo individually featured in the slide deck;
e Business hame/logo featured in the dinner program; and
e Sponsorship announcement on the Sobey School of Business social media accounts.

Mentor Sponsorship: $1500
e One table of 10, with four or more seats assignable to students - specified upon purchase;
e Business hame/logo on your assigned table; and
e Your business name featured in the slide deck alongside other mentor sponsors.

Individual: $175 per seat

* You are welcome to buy as many seats as you would like; 10 seats per table.

If you are interested please email us at ssbcs@smu.ca

Unable to attend?

If you are not able to join us, please consider sponsoring a student to attend. Tickets purchased for
students will be given out on a first-come first-served basis to deserving Commerce students who
are active volunteers in the Society.
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